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107 Stat. 2220; Pub. L. 104–324, title XI, 
§ 1115(b)(4), Oct. 19, 1996, 110 Stat. 3972; Pub. L. 
109–304, § 14(a), Oct. 6, 2006, 120 Stat. 1702.) 

CODIFICATION 

R.S. § 2793 as it related to entry and clearance fees 
was classified to this section and section 111 of the 
former Appendix to Title 46, Shipping. R.S. § 2793 as it 
related to payment of tonnage taxes was classified to 
section 123 of the former Appendix to Title 46. Pub. L. 
109–304, §§ 9(b), 14(a), Oct. 6, 2006, 120 Stat. 1674, 1702, 
amended R.S. § 2793 to strike ‘‘or tonnage tax’’ after 
‘‘clearance fees’’, in effect eliminating section 123 of 
the former Appendix to Title 46, and restated R.S. § 2793 
as it related to payment of tonnage taxes in section 
60308 of Title 46, Shipping. Section 111 of the former Ap-
pendix to Title 46 was omitted from the Code upon the 
completion of the enactment of Title 46 into positive 
law. 

R.S. § 2793 derived from Res. Feb. 10, 1871, No. 27, § 2, 
16 Stat. 595. 

AMENDMENTS 

2006—Pub. L. 109–304 amended R.S. § 2793 to strike out 
the words ‘‘or tonnage tax’’ which words had been omit-
ted from this section for purposes of codification. See 
Codification note above. 

1996—Pub. L. 104–324 substituted ‘‘registry endorse-
ment, engaged in foreign trade on the Great Lakes or 
their tributary or connecting waters in trade with Can-
ada,’’ for ‘‘coastwise, Great Lakes endorsement, depart-
ing from or arriving at a port in one district to or from 
a port in another district, and also touching at inter-
mediate foreign ports,’’ and struck out ‘‘, as if from or 
to foreign ports’’ before period at end. 

1993—Pub. L. 103–182 substituted ‘‘Documented vessels 
with a coastwise, Great Lakes endorsement,’’ for ‘‘En-
rolled or licensed vessels engaged in the foreign and 
coasting trade on the northern, northeastern, and 
northwestern frontiers of the United States,’’ and ‘‘for-
eign ports.’’ for ‘‘foreign ports; but such vessel shall, 
notwithstanding, be required to enter and clear; except 
that when such vessels are on such voyages on the 
Great Lakes and touch at foreign ports for the purpose 
of taking on bunker fuel only, they may be exempted 
from entering and clearing under such rules and regula-
tions as the Commissioner of Customs may prescribe, 
notwithstanding any other provisions of law: Provided, 
That this exception shall not apply to such vessels if, 
while at such foreign port, they land or take on board 
any passengers, or any merchandise other than bunker 
fuel, receive orders, discharge any seamen by mutual 
consent, or engage any seamen to replace those dis-
charged by mutual consent, or transact any other busi-
ness save that of taking on bunker fuel.’’

1941—Act Sept. 25, 1941, inserted exception and pro-
viso at end of section. 

§§ 289 to 292. Repealed. Pub. L. 103–182, title VI, 
§ 690(a)(1), (5)–(7), Dec. 8, 1993, 107 Stat. 2222, 
2223

Section 289, R.S. § 2792; May 28, 1908, ch. 212, § 1, 35 
Stat. 424, exempted certain ferryboats and passenger 
vessels from clearance fees. 

Section 290, R.S. § 3122, mandated that master of any 
enrolled or licensed vessel destined with cargo from a 
place in the United States, at which there may be no 
customhouse, to a port where there may be a custom-
house, deliver a manifest within twenty-four hours 
after arriving at port of destination. 

Section 291, R.S. § 3124; Feb. 14, 1903, ch. 552, § 10, 32 
Stat. 829; 1946 Reorg. Plan No. 3, §§ 101–104, eff. July 16, 
1946, 11 F.R. 7875, 60 Stat. 1097, related to format and 
content of forms for manifests, certificates of clear-
ance, and oaths. 

Section 292, R.S. § 3125, related to penalty for neglect 
or failure to comply with sections 286, 287, 290, and 291 
of this title. 

§ 293. Documented vessels touching at foreign 
ports 

Any United States documented vessel with a 
registry or coastwise endorsement, or both, may 
engage in trade between one port in the United 
States and one or more ports within the same, 
with the privilege of touching at one or more 
foreign ports during the voyage, and land and 
take in thereat merchandise, passengers and 
their baggage, and letters, and mails. 

(R.S. § 3126; Pub. L. 91–271, title III, § 318, June 2, 
1970, 84 Stat. 293; Pub. L. 103–182, title VI, 
§ 686(a)(2), Dec. 8, 1993, 107 Stat. 2220; Pub. L. 
104–295, § 21(e)(1), Oct. 11, 1996, 110 Stat. 3530.) 

CODIFICATION 

R.S. § 3126 derived from act May 27, 1848, ch. 48, § 1, 9 
Stat. 232. 

AMENDMENTS 

1996—Pub. L. 104–295 inserted comma after ‘‘or both’’. 
1993—Pub. L. 103–182 substituted ‘‘Any United States 

documented vessel with a registry or coastwise en-
dorsement, or both’’ for ‘‘Any vessel, on being duly reg-
istered in pursuance of the laws of the United States,’’ 
and struck out at end ‘‘All such vessels shall be fur-
nished by the appropriate customs officers of the ports 
at which they shall take in their cargoes in the United 
States, with certified manifests, setting forth the par-
ticulars of the cargoes, the marks, number of packages, 
by whom shipped, to whom consigned, at what port to 
be delivered; designating such merchandise as is enti-
tled to drawback, or to the privilege of being placed in 
warehouse; and the masters of all such vessels shall, on 
their arrival at any port of the United States from any 
foreign port at which such vessel may have touched, as 
herein provided, conform to the laws providing for the 
delivery of manifests of cargo and passengers taken on 
board at such foreign port, and all other laws regu-
lating the report and entry of vessels from foreign 
ports, and be subject to all the penalties therein pre-
scribed.’’

1970—Pub. L. 91–271 substituted reference to appro-
priate customs officers for reference to collectors. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1970 AMENDMENT 

For effective date of amendment by Pub. L. 91–271, 
see section 203 of Pub. L. 91–271, set out as an Effective 
Date of 1970 Amendment note under section 1500 of this 
title. 

§ 294. No duty by reason of documented vessel 
touching at foreign port 

Any foreign merchandise taken in at one port 
of the United States to be conveyed in a United 
States documented vessel with a registry or 
coastwise endorsement, or both, to any other 
port within the same, either under the provi-
sions relating to warehouses, or under the laws 
regulating the transportation coastwise of mer-
chandise entitled to drawback, as well as any 
merchandise not entitled to drawback, but on 
which the import duties chargeable by law shall 
have been duly paid, shall not become subject to 
any import duty by reason of the vessel in which 
they may arrive having touched at a foreign 
port during the voyage. 

(R.S. § 3127; Pub. L. 103–182, title VI, § 686(a)(3), 
Dec. 8, 1993, 107 Stat. 2220; Pub. L. 104–295, 
§ 21(e)(2), Oct. 11, 1996, 110 Stat. 3530.) 

CODIFICATION 

R.S. § 3127 derived from act May 27, 1848, ch. 48, § 2, 9 
Stat. 232. 
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